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Resident Spotlight - Danielle
 
The Joy House has changed my life. Through all the struggles and ups and
downs, the Joy House has been there for me. This is the place where I became
a true Christ-follower. I would not be where I am today without the Joy House. 
 
Before the Joy House, I wasn’t in a very good place. I was fighting to the point
that I was being expelled and suspended from school, and I was really hurting
people. I remember getting in a fight in middle school where I broke someone’s
nose. Luckily, no charges were filed. 



 
Drugs were a big part of my life then. I was smoking weed and snorting pills
that could have killed me. Besides fighting and drugs, I was failing school
miserably. I rarely went to class, and when I did, I was either sleeping or on my
phone. My grades were all F’s through middle school and part of high school,
and at this point is where my mom decided to send me to the Joy House.

$452,000 Raised So Far! 
Help us Get to $600,000 by July!

At our banquet, Executive Director, Steve Lowe, shared that our Girl's Home is
currently full, and yet we continue to receive call after call of families in need
looking to find a resource for their daughters. We eagerly want the opportunity
to meet the needs of these families. Our "Second Home for Second Chances"
Campaign has made headway with $452,000 currently given or pledged. We
are believing that with your help, we will bring that number to $600,000 by July

Click Here to Read Full Testimony

https://thejoyhouse.org/team/steve-lowe/
https://thejoyhouse.org/make-a-donation/#Capitalcampaign
https://thejoyhouse.org/2019/05/30/resident-spotlight-danielle/


2019 so that we can break ground in 2019 to build our second Girl's Home,
opening up seven more slots for teen girls. Will you join us on this mission? You
can join us by helping us spread the word, spearheading a "Fill a House to
Build a House" spare change campaign at your office, church or civic
organization, or by giving online today.  For more information, please feel free
to e-mail Steve@thejoyhouse.org.

Counselor's Corner - Soul Hanger
By: Dr. Garry Barber - Director of Counseling Center

A simple internet search reveals studies which demonstrate that physical
hunger can result in feelings of anger and frustration.  Such anger is a
biological reaction caused when brain chemistry is affected by a lack of
nutrients essential for healthy brain function.  This phenomenon is so common,
a word has been created to describe it - “HANGRY.”  In modern-day English,
“hangry” is a popular portmanteau (a word that combines the sounds and
meanings of two words to form a single word and meaning).   It just makes
sense to combine the words hungry and angry - they just go together.

We begin to observe the effects of being hangry from the earliest stages of
childhood.  It is almost as if adults have a natural aversion to believing an infant
or toddler can be angry for purely selfish reasons.  We tend to blame biological
or situational effects that are out of the child’s control.  As parents (and
grandparents) we excuse fits of rage with phrases like, “She must be hungry.” 
Oftentimes these excuses accurately describe the child’s condition.  However,

https://thejoyhouse.org/2ndchances/
mailto:steve@thejoyhouse.org?subject=2nd%20Home%20for%202nd%20Chances%20Campaign%20Inquiry


there are certainly other times when the child is lashing out in response to
unmet needs that have nothing to do with food-- needs about which he or she
does not have the communicative ability to express.  So, the baby just cries,
screams, and flails about in frustration until the need is met or attention is
distracted or exhaustion leads to sleep.  While it is common knowledge a child
can be hangry, this does not explain all fits of rage.
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