
Blessings That Break the Curse
Joy to the World is one of my favorite Christmas songs. I love the line "He comes to make his
blessings flow, far as the curse is found". The ramifications of man's fall and the extent of the
curse are profound. Lately, I've thought of this often. We suffer from broken bodies, thoughts,
and even desires. We see the effects of sin in broken relationships in our families, divisiveness,
hatred, lives wrecked through substance abuse, others destroyed through greed and sexual
immorality, on and on we could go. But, Christ's power and grace to break this curse goes
deeper still. We indeed experience the JOY of seeing this at The Joy House.
 

I think of Ethan M. who completed the program this year. When coming to us he was failing
almost all his classes at high school and was making some poor life decisions. He caught a
different vision for his life here and completed the program and two years of school in a single
year to earn his diploma and is now on his way to serve our country through an enlistment in the
Navy. I think of Mary who is completing the program after learning how to handle some intense
emotions and working through difficult tensions with her parents. She also earned her diploma
and will be enrolling in college after the New Year.   What JOY it brings us to see Christ's
blessings flow to break the power of the curse.  
 

We've also seen many find freedom from the curse through our Counseling Center this year. It
will again be a record year for us seeing more clients than we ever have. 
 

We indeed have much to be joyful about and we look forward with great anticipation to breaking
ground on our new girl's home very soon. We're also excited about new opportunities the Lord
is putting before us for 2020.
 

I know many of you consider ministry investments at year end. We're praying and asking for a
record year end to set us in good stead as we begin 2020. You can find instructions on making
a year-end gift on the following page. Thanks for your consideration and partnership. May you
indeed know the JOY and power of Christ this Christmas in finding victory over the curse.

Joy to the World
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Merry Christmas, 
     Steve
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My name is Ethan, and I was at The Joy House for two years. When comparing where I started at the
beginning of my journey at The Joy House to where I am now, there is a big difference. The Joy House
was the best program for what fit my needs as a struggling teen. The program helped me in ways other
programs were not able to.
 

When I first got into the program, I was not doing so well. I was mentally unhealthy, and my behaviors
were not honoring to God. The program taught me about God and what He did for all of us. I knew about
God going into The Joy House, but I did not want to live for Him at the time. My relationship with God
and my family was not good at all. I wanted to get that fixed, but I couldn't make any progress without
putting in any effort.
 

I came from a background that is not so bright. My past was filled with my biological parents abusing me
and influencing me to do the bad things that they were doing. I was living my life influenced by their bad
decisions. Thankfully, there came a day when I moved in with my loving family that I have now. Initially, I
was acting the same way as I did before. I wanted what I could get out of people and then I wanted
more. That is not a good state to be in. I had some problems in school with bad grades and bad attitudes
with people who cared the most about me. I had bad anger issues towards anyone who would correct
me. I would lash out and do things that I wish that I hadn't done. I was a bad kid. My parents were
looking for something to help me, but everything that they tried didn’t work, so that's what led us to The
Joy House.
 

At the Joy House we did daily devotions. The consistency of how much we talked about God was at first
tiring. Eventually I got used to it and then I started to want to talk more about God on a deeper level than
just how the world wants to look at Him. I got interested. I started reading my Bible more, and to study
more about Him and eventually I decided that I wanted to be saved. As it got nearer to my departure
from the Joy House, I realized that there is someone greater to live for than what the world pressures
you to live for. All of this would not have happened if God did not put me at The Joy House. The program
has and is still doing tremendous things for me, and I could not thank The Joy House staff and
supporters enough. 
 

                                                 Love always, 

                      Ethan A.

Teen Spotlight...

Ethan



If you are mailing a gift it must be postmarked no later than December 31, 2019.
If you want to donate online, you may do so by going to thejoyhouse.org and
clicking on "Give." You can make donations online until midnight on December
31, 2019. If you want to give the donation to us personally, it must be in hand by
midnight on December 31, 2019. 
We will not be maintaining normal office hours from Monday, December 23rd
through Friday, January 3rd. However, if you need to speak to Steve personally
regarding a year-end gift you can contact him by leaving a voicemail or by e-mail
at steve@thejoyhouse.org. He will be checking both of these and will be glad to
contact you.  
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Year-End Giving Instructions

31st
December

Ready to Receive a Dollar-For-Dollar Tax Credit? Read More Here!

You can make a difference in the lives of our Joy House Academy students through dollars you are already going
to spend and receive dollar-for-dollar tax credit. This is accomplished through the Georgia Qualified Education
Expense Tax Credit Program. Each year, the State of Georgia allows a portion of state income tax dollars to be
designated for school scholarships. In 2019 the portion was raised to $100 million. This program allows
individuals and companies to receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for donations for student scholarships at
accredited non-profit private schools in Georgia, which includes The Joy House Academy. You can get all the
details about this program by visiting thejoyhouse.org and clicking on the "Get Involved" menu item across the
top, then select "Education Expense Tax Credit" in the drop down menu. You may also contact Steve Lowe
directly for more information at 706.253.7569 or steve@thejoyhouse.org.  Scholarship contributions can have a
significant impact on supporting The Joy House program, as nearly 20 percent of our budget needs are for
education. Thank you for your consideration! 

Stay in Touch...
We have recently updated our contact database and we want to be certain that
we have your correct contact information in our system. Please e-mail
Steve@thejoyhouse.org with your current contact information including your
preferred e-mail address. We also encourage you to sign up for our Monthly E-
News at thejoyhouse.org/stay-connected/ and to follow our various social
media accounts to stay up to date on our ministry.
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In Memory Of: 
Wendell Cagle
Kent Mosley
Clarence A. (Tony) Hermel

E-mail info@thejoyhouse.org or
call 706.253.7569 for more information
on how to give in memory or honor of

your loved one.
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