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Merry Christmas, 
     Steve
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The events of this year have provided all of us with plenty of opportunities for our

hearts to grow anxious. We’ve been faced with COVID-19, social/racial unrest, an

incredibly divisive election season, and then just the challenges we each face

personally. I walked through the loss of my father early in 2020, and I know so many

others who have faced the loss of loved ones this year. There have been strained

relationships, loss of jobs, the challenge of children in and out of school,

friends/families with cancer diagnoses and other sickness, loss of opportunities, and it

seems the list goes on and on. I can honestly say I’ve never lived through a year like

this. It has left me longing for peace in my own heart. 

As we enter the Christmas season, I’m thankful for the Prince of Peace.  I need to hear

and believe Jesus’ words from John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to

you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let

them be afraid.” Jesus’ word of promise reminds us that there is peace to be found in the

midst of the storm and challenges. 

Here at the Joy House we’ve experienced God’s faithfulness in the midst of the

challenges of this year. We’ve seen God change the lives of teens and families we serve

(please be sure to read Wyatt’s story). Through our counseling center we’ve walked

alongside those with marriage struggles, anxiety, depression and other life issues. The

Lord has faithfully met many of our clients in their struggles, bringing peace and

healing We’ve also experienced God’s hand through unexpected financial provision and

other resources. God has made it clear that He is with us in the midst of the storms and

challenges. 

Due to COVID, our plans for breaking ground on the new girls’ home were delayed, but

we should be breaking ground soon. We hope to open that home during 2021. We also

have an incredible opportunity to complete our capital campaign in the next few

months. Please read about that in the accompanying story. 

Thank you for your continued partnership in making a difference in the lives of those

we serve. I know many of you consider ministry investments at year-end. We need

support for both our day-to-day ministry and our capital opportunity. You can find

instructions on making a year-end gift on the following page. Thank you for your

consideration. I hope that you will know the PEACE of Christ during this Christmas

season when we celebrate His birth. 

Longing For Peace
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Golf Making a Difference 
             for Wyatt

 Nick Richardson
Boy's House Dad

One of the greatest joys the Joy House staff get to experience is when we are able to help a resident excel in
something he is passionate about.  It is part of the Joy House program to help our residents find healthy activities
and hobbies they can develop during their time with us.  Many of these hobbies stay with these teens for the rest of
their lives. Some residents come to us already knowing what they love. Such is the case with Wyatt Goodwin. 

When Wyatt arrived at the boy's home in October of 2019, one his first requests was to bring his pitching wedge and
a net to practice on our beautiful campus.  It was obvious from the start that Wyatt saw golf as something more than
just a sport.  During one of Wyatt’s first weeks here, the Joy House hosted its annual golf tournament.  All day long
Wyatt never lost his smile.  He was in his element.  He began to have great conversations with a few of the men who
were playing  . . . and even gave some of the men a few welcomed tips!  As he looked at the course and walked the
greens that day, we all could see that there was no other place Wyatt would rather be.  He was at home. 

Just before the beginning of this summer, Ron Rucker, the Director of Education for The Joy House, had a very
important conversation with Wyatt.  Ron noticed that Wyatt needed some motivation and an incentive to keep up the
progress he had been making in the Joy House.  Ron asked Wyatt what he really wanted in life . . . what was Wyatt
really interested in?  The answer was simple, Wyatt wanted to play golf.  

Since that pivotal conversation, the Joy House staff has tried to find ways to integrate golf into the program for Wyatt.
It started with Wyatt’s playing one nine-hole round of golf a week on Thursdays with Ron and three other church
pastors and leaders from the community; Wyatt has come to love these men and is grateful for the investment they
have made in him.  Now, Wyatt is working on his golf game three days a week at the Bent Tree Golf Course. The
course professionals at Bent Tree have taken Wyatt under their wing and want to see him improve with every swing.
They have been blown away by his skill and natural talent for the game. Wyatt and the Joy House are so grateful to
Russell Smith and Bob Gracey at Bent Tree for investing in our residents! 

Notice the Bobby Jones quote from above. For Wyatt this has not just been about golf. From the moment golf was
integrated into the program, many things for Wyatt began to improve.  Wyatt was an able but relatively unmotivated
student before, but we have seen him vastly improve in school, both in his grades and production of work.  He is
receiving a school elective credit and an actual grade for his efforts in golf.  His relationships within the house and
with other residents have improved.  His outlook and attitude toward himself and life have improved.  Wyatt’s
relationship with his mother and father has taken a huge turn for the better.  Finally, and most importantly, Wyatt has
grown in his relationship with God during this time.  Wyatt talks about being committed to Jesus and his desire to
serve his church.  Bobby Jones was right; you must play the ball where it lies.  Wyatt has played the ball well right
here at The Joy House!  We are all so very proud of him.

"Golf is the closest game to the game we call life. You get bad breaks from good shots;
you get good breaks from bad shots--but you have to play the ball where it lies."

--Bobby Jones



If you are mailing a gift it must be postmarked no later than December 31, 2020.
If you want to donate online, you may do so by going to thejoyhouse.org and
clicking on "Give." You can make donations online until midnight on December
31, 2020. If you want to give the donation to us personally, it must be in hand by
midnight on December 31, 2020. 

We will not be maintaining normal office hours from Monday, December 21st
through Friday, January 1st. However, if you need to speak to Steve personally
regarding a year-end gift you can contact him by leaving a voicemail or by e-mail
at steve@thejoyhouse.org. He will be checking both of these and will be glad to
contact you.  
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Year-End Giving Instructions

31st
December

We have an incredible opportunity to complete our capital campaign. The

campaign includes girls home, furnishings, and van; neighboring land; operating

reserve; and smaller capital projects. Total funds needed are $1,030,000. 

A friend of the ministry has issued a challenge grant. When we reach $855,000

they will complete the campaign with a $175,000 gift. We have until April 26, 2021

to complete the challenge. Recently the Lord provided $75,000+ toward this goal.

We now only need $105,000 to meet the goal. We hope some of you will help us

meet this challenge.

You can give by check making it payable to The Joy House, include in the memo

line, “Capital Challenge”, and mail to: The Joy House – PO Box 247 – Jasper, GA

30143. You can give on our website by clicking the “green” give button and

following path for capital campaign. If you would like to make a donation of stock

as an appreciated asset, please contact me and we can arrange the details. You

can reach me via email: steve@thejoyhouse.org or call our office at

706-253-7569. Thanks so much for your consideration.

Capital Campaign Completion Challenge
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In Memory Of: 
Alex Ober
Coy Lowe

Virginia Wheeler
Ken Padgett

E-mail info@thejoyhouse.org or
call 706.253.7569 for more information
on how to give in memory or honor of

your loved one.

Memorial & Honor Gifts
Given By:
Kenneth and Sara Padgett
Rosalie North
Lindsey and Ann Tippins

In Honor Of:
Doris Dean
Loralie Arnold
Allen Scott


